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Introduction	

As	of	the	end	of	April	30,	2017,	the	Government	of	Canada	has	
publicly	disclosed	contracts	and	positive	and	negative	
amendments	onto	Open.Canada.ca.	
	
The	public	now	has	access	to	procurement	data	that	is:	
•  Centralized	
•  Standardized	
•  Machine-readable	
•  In	an	open	data	format	
•  Under	an	Open	Government	Licence	
•  And	includes	more	information	than	ever	before.	
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Factors	Driving	Change	

Open	Government	
Initiative	

Canada’s	second	
Action	Plan	on	

Open	Government	

Treasury	Board	
Directive	on	Open	

Government	

President	of	the	
Treasury	Board	of	
Canada	Mandate	

Letter	

	
Accelerate	and	expand	open	data	initiatives	and	make	
government	data	available	digitally,	so	that	Canadians	can	
easily	access	and	use	it.	

Maximizing	the	release	of	open	data/open	information	
via	websites	and	services	designated	by	the	Treasury	Board	
Secretariat.	

•  Release	data	on	all	contracts	over	$10,000	via	a	centralized,	
machine-readable	database	available	to	the	public.	

•  Increase	the	level	of	detail	disclosed	on	government	contracts	
over	$10,000.	

In	2011,	the	Government	of	Canada	committed	to	an	Open	
Government	initiative	and	launched	data.gc.ca.		

Web	Renewal	
Initiative	

	
Departmental	websites	to	be	consolidated	under	the	
Canada.ca	domain.	
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The	Solution…	in	a	Nutshell	

Updating	the	Guidelines	on	the	Proactive	Disclosure	of	Contracts	
to:	
	
•  Require	the	public	disclosure	of	contracting	data	onto	

Open.Canada.ca	in	a	machine-readable,	open	data	format	
	

•  Require	the	public	disclosure	of	contracting	data	previously	
captured	in	the	Purchasing	Activity	Report;	and	
	

•  Updating	and	standardizing	the	gathering	and	public	disclosure	
of	contracting	data.	



OLD	REPORTING	PROCESS	 NEW	REPORTING	PROCESS	
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1	

Contracts		and	
amendments	over	$10K	

WHAT	

WHEN	

HOW	

Quarterly		

Departments	publish	
data	on	their	own	
website		

All	contracts	and	
amendments		

WHAT	

WHEN	

HOW	

Annually			

Departments	send	
data	to	PSPC.	TBS	
publishes	data.		

Purchasing	Activity	Report	

Proactive	Disclosure	of	Contracts	

Contracts	and	amendments	over	
$10K	

WHAT	

WHEN	

HOW	

Quarterly	

Departments	upload	
Quarterly	Template	
on	Open	Government	
Portal	

Quarterly	Report	

2	

Contracts	and		amendments	$10K	
and	under	

WHAT	

WHEN	

HOW	

Annually	

Departments	upload	
Annual	Template	on	
Open	Government	
Portal	

Annual	Report	(Aggregate)	

3	

Contracts	and	amendments	$10K	
and	under	

WHAT	

WHEN	

HOW	

Annually	

Departments	send	details	
on	contracts		$10K	and	
under	using	the	
Quarterly	Template	to	
PSPC	by	e-mail	

Annual	Report	(Details)	
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Data	Submission	

	
	

	

Report	

Quarterly	Report	 Quarterly	Template	
§  Due	within	one	month	

after	the	end	of	each	
quarter	

		

Template	 Timelines	

Annual	Aggregate	Report	 Annual	Template	 §  Due	by		April	30th	of	the	
following	calendar	year	

Annual	Detailed	Report			 Quarterly	Template	 §  Due	by	April	30th		of	the	
following	calendar	year	

1	

2	

3	
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Downloading	Templates	from	the	Open	Data	Registry	

http://registry.open.canada.ca/en/	
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Quarterly	Contracts	Template	



10	

Annual	Contracts	Template	

Annual	Contracts	Template	
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Contracts	Awarded	on	Behalf	of	Client	
Departments	
PSPC	and	SSC	will	assist	client	organizations	by	providing	any	information	
they	have	on	such	contracts	through	the	
Procurement	Policy	Division’s	Contracting	Data	for	Proactive	Disclosure	
GCpedia	site	within	five	business	days	after	the	end	of	the	quarter.	
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Search	Government	Contracts	

http://open.canada.ca/en/search/contracts	
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Search	Government	Contracts	(continued)	

http://open.canada.ca/en/search/contracts/reference/dccf36a5a93700b1a0ab9bf6653ef850	
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Quarterly	Contracts	Template	Data	Elements	

Unchanged	Data	
Elements	

New	Data	Elements	

Modified	Data	
Elements	

Data	elements	that	exist	in	financial	systems	and	require	
modification	of	input	options	or	formatting.		

Data	elements	that	need	to	be	created	in	financial	systems.	

No	changes	required	in	financial	systems.	

Data	elements	in	the	Quarterly	Contracts	Template	can	be	categorized	
into	three	groups:	
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Unchanged	Data	Elements	(Quarterly	Contracts	Template)	

No	changes	in	financial	systems	are	required	for	the	following	data	elements	

Procurement	ID	Number	 Additional	Comments	English	&	French	

Vendor	Name	 Commodity	Type	

Contract	Date	 Solicitation	Procedure	

Economic	Object	Code	 Limited	Tendering	Reason	

Description	of	Work	English	&	
French	

Procurement	Strategy	for	Aboriginal	Business	
Incidental	Indicator	

Contract	Period	Start	Date	 Intellectual	Property	Indicator	

Contract	Period	End	Date	or	
Delivery	Date	

Potential	for	Commercial	Exploitation	

Total	Contract	Value	 Standing	Offer	or	Supply	Arrangement	Number	

Comments	English	&	French	
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New	Data	Elements	(Quarterly	Contracts	Template)	

Call-up	or	Contract	Against	a	Standing	Offer	or	Supply	
Arrangement	Agreement	

Reporting	Period	

Reference	Number	

New	data	elements	that	need	to	be	created	in	financial	systems:	
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Modified	Data	Elements	(Quarterly	Contracts	Template)	

Agreement	Type	 Instrument	Type	

Commodity	Code	 Original	Contract	Value	

Country	of	Origin	 Contract	Amendment	
Value	

Former	Public	Servant	in	
Receipt	of	a	Public	
Service	Superannuation	
Act	pension	

Data	elements	that	exist	in	financial	systems	and	require	
modification	of	input	options	or	formatting:	

Derogation	
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Annual	Contracts	Template	

Contracts	Entered	into	or	Amended	from	-$10K	to	$10K	
(including	Net	Amendments)	

Contract	Type	 Number	 Original	
Value	($	000)	

Net	
Amendment	
Value	($	000)	

Total	
Contract	

Value	($	000)	

Goods	

Services	

Construction	

Total	
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Annual	Contracts	Template	Data	Elements	

•  The	number	of	contracts	should	only	include	contracts	entered	
into	or	amended	up	to	$10K.		

	
•  The	dollar	value	for	contract	entry	should	only	include	those	

entered	into	up	to	$10K	and	the	dollar	value	of	amendments	
should	only	include	positive	and	negative	amendments	up	to	
$10K.	
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Annual	Contracts	Template	Data	Elements	

•  The	Annual	Contracts	Template	also	requires	information	on:	
•  The	Number	of	Acquisition	Card	Transactions	
•  The	Total	Value	of	all	Acquisition	Card	Transactions	($	000)	

	
•  Note:	Unlike	the	previous	data	elements,	the	number	and	total	

value	should	include	all	acquisition	card	transactions	for	all	
dollar	values.	The	$10K	threshold	does	not	apply	for	acquisition	
card	transactions.	
	

•  The	remaining	data	element	is	for	‘Calendar	Year	Reporting	
Period’	and	must	be	populated	with	the	following	format:	YYYY	
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Timelines	

Begin	data	collection	
	Record	contracts	and	amendments	

entered	into	from	Jan.	1,	2017,	to	
March	31,	2017.	

Complete	data	collection	
Record	contracts	and	amendments	
entered	into	from	Jan.	1,	2017,	to	Mar.	31,	
2017.	

Publicly	disclose	quarterly	data	
Disclose	on	Open.Canada.ca	quarterly	

template	with	contracts	and	positive	and	
negative	amendments	over	$10K.	

Jan.	1,	
2017	

Mar.	31,	
2017	

Apr.	30,	
2017	

Jul.	31,	
2017	

Apr.	30,	
2018	

Publicly	disclose	annual	data	
Disclose	on	Open.Canada.ca	annual	

template	with	contracts	and	positive	and	
negative	amendments	$10K	and	under	
and	send	details		on	these	contracts	to	

PSPC	
	

Publicly	disclose	quarterly	data	
Record	and	disclose	contracts	and	
amendments	entered	into	from	Apr.	
1,	2017,	to	Jun.	30,	2017.	
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Next	Steps	

•  Apply	lessons	learned	from	the	implementation	of	this	
reporting	initiative	towards	the	future	development	and	
implementation	of	the	reporting	process,	such	as	improving	
the	gathering	of	procurement	data	related	to	comprehensive	
land	claim	agreements.	
	

•  Apply	lessons	learned	towards	the	development	and	
implementation	of	new	financial	and	e-procurement	systems.	



Search	Government	Contracts	site	
http://open.canada.ca/search/contracts	

Links	

Proactive	Disclosure	on	Open.Canada.ca	GCpedia	site	
http://www.gcpedia.gc.ca/wiki/Proactive_Disclosure_on_Open.Canada.ca		

Guidelines	on	the	Proactive	Disclosure	of	Contracts	
https://www.tbs-sct.gc.ca/pol/doc-eng.aspx?id=14676		

Proactive	Disclosure	–	Contracts	over	$10,000	(dataset)	site	
http://open.canada.ca/data/en/dataset/d8f85d91-7dec-4fd1-8055-483b77225d8b		

Procurement	Policy	Division,	TBS	–	Open	Data	GCpedia	site	
http://www.gcpedia.gc.ca/wiki/Procurement_Policy_Division,_Treasury_Board_of_Canada_Secretariat/
Open_Data			

Procurement	Policy	Division,	TBS	–	Contracting	Data	GCpedia	site	
http://www.gcpedia.gc.ca/wiki/Procurement_Policy_Division,_Treasury_Board_of_Canada_Secretariat/Contracting_Data	



David.Abraha@tbs-sct.gc.ca	
	

David	Abraha					(613)	698-0562	

Treasury	Board	Secretariat	
90	Elgin	Street	
Ottawa,	ON,	K1A	0R5	

Contact 	 	 		


